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concept of a pattern. An eclipse may be predicted by a long time,
but not a political situation, nor the most popular brand of tooth
paste. "In all studies of social customs/' says Dr. Ruth Benedict,
"the crux of the matter is that the behaviour under consideration
must pass through the needle's eye of social acceptance, and only
history in its widest sense can give an account of these social
acceptances and rejections" (Benedict, Patterns of Culture, p. 232).

It may be noted in passing, however, that students of Marxism
postulate economic determinism, and in consequence cultural
determinism. It is not possible, perhaps it is not even necessary,
to examine this view at length here, because, in the first place, the
theory is concerned with the broad sweep of history, and not
with its evolution in detail. It is perhaps more like the biologist's
theory that evolution is from the simple to the complex. Even the
biological theory of evolution is a generalization from the past rather
than a prediction of the future. After homo sapiens, what next?
Even the most profound authority on Marxism could not have fore-
told in 1900 what actually happened in 1906, in 1917, in 1921, and
in 1935, even in Russia, much less in the other parts of the world.
Nor can he foretell what will happen ten years later either in
Russia or elsewhere.

Further, the Marxist theory is universal in its scope, and recog-
nizes no East and no West, no race or colour. It postulates that
certain economic conditions create certain cultural patterns, whether
in the East or in the West.